INTERESTS AND OCCUPATIONS
petrated by the Commonwealth against the Church,
and then "after God had restored the laws and
brought back the captivity in so stupendous a
manner/' there came "the luxury and the avowed
adulteries . . . the gentry dissolute, theatres pro-
fane, the people libertine"; so he made up his mind to
attempt to clear up the.matter ab initio in order "to
extricate my spirit from these perplexities35 and
examine whether there were indeed such a thing as
God at all. Before embarking on his task he makes a
sincere and confident declaration of his own orthodox
faith,
"Had I anything to bless Heaven for above the rest
(as I have many) it would be verily for this, that
I am not in the least temptation to doubt, much less
disbelieve, any one article of our most holy truth,
for any thing that I have heard or read from any
of these magnificent and daring wits (real fops and
confident triflers) and whom I look upon with pity
and as set up by that haughty and impesterous
spirit whom God permits to exercise the sons of men,
that those who escape and are approved may be
made manifest and receive an immortal reward/5
In those days unbelief was not the enemy. On the
contrary the deep, fervent and passionate sincerity of
religious belief was the very cause of the bitterness of
sectarian strife. The absence of such strife does not
denote general acquiescence but general indifference.
In the seventeenth century few were indifferent, and
Evelyn was certainly not one of them. His "History/3
as may be imagined, was elaborate and cornpre-
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